                     Joshua Tree – CSD:  A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing

  Efforts are being made to promote the formation of a Community Service District in 
Joshua Tree as a “tool” to fight annexation issues.  The fact is that the newly enacted 
CSD Law  (SB 135), which puts the teeth in its bite, actually repeals previous legislation  
pertaining to “Annexations allowed,” “Annexation decisions,” Annexation boundaries,”  
Annexation conditions,” “Annexation resolution” and “Effects of Annexation.”   It even 
repeals the “Land must benefit…” legislation which prohibited governments from 
acquiring lands solely to increase revenues.
    Certainly, this “fighting annexation” claim would be an effective strategy to sway an 
uninformed  public at a time when residents are extremely concerned about the rampant 
growth of Yucca Valley.  An overwhelming majority of  JT voters strongly oppose the 
annexation of their community, or parts thereof,  to neighboring jurisdictions.

    This guise veils a  CSD’s lawful ability to “acquire any real or personal property by 
eminent domain, impose impact fees, increase monthly penalties, levy special taxes, 
borrow money to incur indebtedness, issue bonds and Securitized Limited Obligation 
Notes and  promissory notes, charge user fees,  levy benefit assessments and  an 

extraordinary ad valorem property tax rate.”  A CSD can even  purchase lands and lease 
them out.  Now, there’s a deal…we pay for land…and they lease it out!
    This, my good neighbors, is yet another attempt to install a burgeoning government in 
Joshua Tree.  It is a wolf in sheep’s clothing and none of us should allow anyone to pull 
the wool over our eyes.

David McChesney

President,  Joshua Tree Highlands Owners Association 

